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JAMES EDWARD KNOTT, of the Uni- 
versity of California at Davis, has per- 
formed a valuable service to agri- 
culture-particularly market gardeners 
-in compiling his “Handbook for 
Vegetable Growers.” Here in handy, 
compact, loose-leaf form, 5.5 by 7 in., 
is collected much of the information 
a vegetable grower needs: about 
plants themselves, their botanical fam- 
ilies, their growth needs-that is, tem- 
perature and moisture requirements, 
germination habits, and seedbed and 
field requirements. 

Next, Mr. Knott takes up soils and 
fertilizers. He has set up valuable 
tables of mulches and soil-improving 
crops-the tables showing the advan- 
tages of particular types of mulches 
and green manure crops to particular 
types of soil and areas. His treatment 
of fertilizers is comprehensive with 
considerable fundamental material, 
and will probably prove to be one of 
the most valuable sections of the 
“Handbook” for many users. It in- 
cludes basic facts such as definitions 
of terms common to the trade plus 
information on composition of ferti- 
lizers and nutrient requirements of 
particular vegetable crops, and their 
requirements in relation to soil type. 

The section on water will, of course. 
be of especial interest to growers in 
areas requiring irrigation, and con- 
siderable attention is given to the 
practice of supplying fertilizer to 
growing crops by means of sprinkler 
systems. 

Mr. Knott’s material on pest con- 
trol is given in what must be almost 
frightening detail to a layman. It 
emphasizes once again the firm inter- 
locking of chemistry with agriculture. 

Other topics covered are harvesting 
crops and seed production. 

One of the most useful features of 
the book is the frequent insertion of 
conversion tables-in a special section 
at the back and throughout the text 
wherever they have special applica- 
tion. Such tables answering what 
appears to be every conceivable ques- 
tion are certain to be of frequent help. 

Much of the information in this 
book is in tabular form, and the tables 
are outstanding for their simplicity 
and directness. However, there is 
one serious objection to the “Hand- 

book,” and that is the size of type-so 
small almost as to require a magnify- 
ing glass. The reason is obvious: 
only by small printing is it possible 
to include this wealth of information 
in such a handily sized book. But it 
does pose a problem. 

It perhaps should be emphasized 
that this handbook is not directed 
specifically to the growers of any one 
area, such as California, as might be 
assumed, since Mr. Knott comes from 
the University of California where so 
much work in agriculture is done for 
California growers. The book has 
been worked out on a general basis, 
with applicability to all areas. Hence, 
no varieties of vegetables for a given 
area are listed. But it is pointed out 
that such information is readily avail- 
able from local experiment stations, 
and a list of those experiment stations 
is handily provided. 

Finally, speedy use of the “Hand- 
book” is assured by an excellent index. 

L I T E R A T U R E  AVAILABLE 

Automatic Bag Filling Machine. 
Complete particulars on open-mouth 
bag filling machine for free-flowing 
material. Accommodates weights 
from 25 to 200 Ib. Address Dept. 
.4&F, KRAFTPACKER, KRAFT BAG 
CORP., 630 Fifth Ave., New York 20, 
N. Y. 

Chemical Analyses Catalog. 
Chemical specialty manufacturers who 
do not have facilities for making their 
own analyses can now obtain pre- 
pared reports on 1500 trade-name 
chemical specialties. For price list 
and catalog, write Dept. A&F, THE 
CHEMICAL SPECIALTIES RESEARCH 
LABORATORIES, Box 33, Ansonia Sta- 
tion, New York 23, N. Y. 

Dairy Industry Catalog. Labora- 
tory equipment, instruments, and sup- 
plies for dairy bacteriology, testing of 
fat content, chemical tests, culture 
media, etc., listed in catalog. Dept. 
A&F, WILL CORP., Rochester 3, N.  Y. 

Developments in Food. An 11- 
part series dealing with the newer 
aspects of the food industry, and the 
part played by flavors and seasonings, 
now combined in a 36-page booklet. 
Ask for “The Changing World of 
Food,” Dept. A&F, DODGE & OLCOTT, 
INC., 180 Varick St., New York 13, 
N. Y. 

Forest Fertilization. A reduction 
of 10 years in the time it takes to grow 
pulpwood, through the use of fer- 
tilizer in the forest, is predicted in a 

translated 35-page ,booklet prepared 
by Takeo Shibamoto of Tokyo llni- 
versity. The report contains 17 tables 
and illustrations of tree response and 
cost data. Ask for “Fertilizing Forest 
Lands,” Dept. A&F, NITROGEN DIVI- 
SION, ALLIED CHEMICAL & DYE CORP., 
40 Rector St., New York 6, N. Y. 

Freeze Dryers. Description of 
compact and portable freeze-dr>ing 
unit contained in 18-page catalog. 
Included also are histological, bio- 
logical, infrared and rotofreeze units, 
a homogenizer, and various acces- 
sories. Available from Dept. ii&F, 
WILT, CORP., Rochester 3, N. Y. 

Heptachlor. Revised booklet in- 
cludes latest Federal label acceptances 
for heptachlor, lists 80 different insects 
killed by that insecticide. A brief 
statement of recommended dosages is 
given for each. The booklet, “Hep- 
tachlor Kills,” available from Dept. 

East Grand Ave., Chicago 11, 111. 
Multilouvre Dryer. Information on 

drying, cooling, and processing of 
bulk materials with multilouvre dr? er, 
and illustrations on how the dryer is 
iised in the food and fertilizer indus- 
tries, contained in 16-page book. Re- 
quest book 2609, Dept. A&F, LIKK- 
BELT C o ,  Prudential Plaza, Chicago 
1, Ill. 

Municipal Insect Control. Brochurc 
deals with wide variety of insect pest.;, 
insect habits, insecticide dosage. Vsc- 
ful source of information for those 
who plan and conduct municipal in- 
sect control programs. It serves as n 
guide in establishing standards for  
control methods and purchasing spec- 
ifications which involve amounts and 
quality of insecticides that should be 
used in such programs. Copies of 
Bull. 502-28 available from Dept. 
A&F, VELSICOL CHEMICAL CORP . 330 
East Grand Ave., Chicago 11, Ill. 

Rodent Control. Guide and fact 
book will be furnished without charge 
to any community group staging a 
rodent control program. Mail requests 
to Dept il&F, WISCONSIK A 4 ~ n ~ - i ~  

2217. Madison, Wis. 
Wet Processing Equipment. Com- 

prehensive 24-page catalog describes 
three types of Eppenbach mixers and 
homogenizers. Text discusses opera- 
tion, specifications, dimensions, appli- 
cations, etc.; photographs, line and 
engineering drawings, tables also in- 
cluded. Dept. A&F, GIFFORD-V’OOD 
Co., Graybar Bldg., New York 17, 
N. Y. 
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